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2015 Accomplishments
The Virginia Statewide Independent Living Council (VASILC) continued a successful collaboration with the sixteen Centers for Independent Living (CILs) which conducted systems change advocacy activities to influence local level policies in housing, transportation, and personal assistant services.  Part B Independent Living (IL) funding was awarded to each CIL through the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services, in accordance with the three-year State Plan for Independent Living.  
The Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living (VACIL) received Part B IL funds to coordinate overall CIL efforts, provide technical assistance, and hold monthly conference calls with CIL staff.  Best practices in systems change advocacy continue to be developed and refined by the CILs and VACIL.
For the second year, the disAbility Resource Center (dRC), located in Fredericksburg, was awarded Part B funds to develop and mentor a grass-roots, consumer-based group in the lower part of Planning District 9 (e.g., Culpeper, Madison, Orange and Rappahannock), an unserved geographical area of the state.  dRC staff provided workshops to multiple agencies, businesses and local governments, and has focused on building a strong community presence. It has provided extensive information and referral, educational trainings, and durable medical equipment to consumers and their families upon request.
Four VASILC members attended the Annual Conference on Independent Living in July.  The conference provided the opportunity for members to attend workshops, network with other IL advocates on a national level, march to the U.S. Capitol and shape the future of independent living.   
Several current and former VASILC members joined the CIL network in January at the Virginia General Assembly for IL Day and met with their respective state legislators to advocate for funding support of the CILs and to educate them about the potential effects of legislative decisions on the lives of individuals with disabilities.  
VASILC was a sponsor of the IL Conference which included a celebration of the Virginians with Disabilities Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Approximately 260 individuals attended this event, including CIL staff, consumers, SILC members, service providers and Governor McAuliffe.  The “Road to Freedom” bus was present to commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the ADA. VASILC hosted a public forum at the conference, in form of a guided panel discussion which brought together CIL consumers, staff, and stakeholders to identify successful practices and existing barriers in transition services for youth.  The major themes that emerged were transportation, housing, obtaining a driver’s license, postsecondary education, attitudinal barriers, marginal benefits, and relief upon ultimately locating a CIL.
VASILC addressed state website accessibility and sought collaboration activities with the state webmasters. VASILC sent letters to twenty-one agency heads whose websites had an inaccessible rating, and thirteen responded to the inquiry. These agencies took the VASILC letter very seriously and appreciated being reminded of the importance of accessibility for individuals with disabilities.  Overall, there has been a 13% improvement in the accessibility rates. 
The Governor of Virginia reappointed four of the Council’s experienced members, allowing for core leadership to continue into the next three years.   VASILC also welcomed two newly- appointed members who are advocates of independent living and disability rights. 
The satellite office located in New River Valley (Southwest Virginia) is in the process of converting to a full-fledged Center for Independent Living in Planning District 5, serving Allegany, Craig, Botetourt, and Roanoke Counties, and the city of Christiansburg. The new Center has been incorporated, and request for nonprofit status has been submitted. The target date for opening the Center is January 1, 2016.
For more information about VASILC, including how to apply for a gubernatorial appointment, please contact: 

Rhonda S. Jeter, MS, CRC
Administrator
Statewide Independent Living Council
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Henrico, VA  23229
Email:  rhonda.jeter@dars.virginia.gov
Phone and VP:  (804) 325-1360 
TTY:  (800) 464-9950 
FAX:  (804) 662-7663
Website:   www.vasilc.org
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