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STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
ELECTS OFFICERS
 
	(RICHMOND, Va.) — The Statewide Independent Living Council, which promotes policies, programs and activities to maximize the independence of Virginians with disabilities, has elected new officers to one-year terms.

	The officers elected at the Council’s summer meeting will begin serving Oct. 1. Petrina Thomas of Culpeper will serve a first term as Chairperson. Other officers elected were: Sandra Cook, Petersburg, Vice Chairperson; Chris Grandle, Stuarts Draft, Secretary; and Ivy Kennedy, Virginia Beach, Treasurer.
	
	The Statewide Independent Living Council is an independent planning body working with the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services and the Centers for Independent Living to increase the impact of independent living services in Virginia. The SILC is composed of gubernatorial appointees, a majority of which are people with significant disabilities representing areas across the Commonwealth.

	The SILC is responsible for the development and implementation of the State Plan for Independent Living. The Plan, which is required by the federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, sets out specific objectives and timelines for ensuring that the Commonwealth provides the planning, financial support and coordination, and other assistance to address appropriately the needs of citizens with disabilities for independent living services.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Learn more about the SILC and its activities at www.vasilc.org. 
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